





Ecumenical Campus Ministry at
Kansas State University
International Friendship Dinners

Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kansas State
University With approximately one thousand
international students enrolled at Kansas State,
there is considerable need—and opportunity—to
practice a ministry of hospitality. Two or three
times each semester our student ministry
group, CrossRoads, hosts a feast in the auditori-
um of our 8,000 square-foot
campus center adjacent to
the main campus. It is not
unusual for a crowd of one
hundred or more to gather. Cooks
from our local supporting congregations fix
their favorite dishes, American students
serve as hosts, greeters and food servers. Inter-
national students bring their friends and fam-
ily. It is a wonderful time for all God’s children
to gather and share food, laughter and stories.
After dinner an international student offers a
presentation about their country, followed by a
question-and-answer session.

KSU alumnus Gennadi Gevorgyan writes, "1
know that for many international students,
learning about American culture and American
way to live, while also being able to share their
culture with Americans is a priority. I also know
that it's hard to overestimate the role of friend-
ship parties and other social gatherings that you
continuously support, in fostering the cultural
exchange between local and international stu-
dents. Therefore, I'd like to take this opportuni-
ty and thank you whole heartedly for the won-
derful people I met and incredible time I spent
at the international friendship parties/dinners.
Thank you for your friendship!”

David Jones

The Office of Religious and
Spiritual Life at Texas Christian
University

What Matters to Me and Why

Simply put, What Matters to Me and Why
(WMMW) offers students a chance to get to
know their favorite professors beyond the
classroom; however, this program is far from
simple. Housed within the Office of Religious
and Spiritual Life and part of the Spiritual Well-
ness Initiative, WMMW is all about
those conversations of mean-
ing and purpose. One of the
healthiest spiritual practices
is that of telling our own story. The
classroom, as wondrous and mind- ex-
panding as it can be, often must leave the
personal at the door in order to accomplish
the day’s lesson. WMMW brings the personal
story to the forefront and offers members of the
TCU community direct contact with the human
behind the professor. Each professor is asked
the simple-sounding, yet deceptively complex
question of “what matters to you and why?” and
may answer it in whatever context they feel ap-
propriate.

The setting is warm, comfortable and comes
with lunch. We have had professors answer the
question with anything from dogs to Judaism
to natural selection. Regardless of the answer,
each WMMW luncheon is a powerful experience.
When we ask a professor the question, we end
up seeing a side of them unseen in the class-
room. They are free to speak their mind and to
tell their story, always with great effect on the
audience.

This is about human connection. No matter what
the diversity of beliefs, creeds, or religions in
the room, we are all humans who search for
meaning and purpose. Sharing in another’s
story is a great way to discover our own story,
be a part of the human community, and to make
genuine connections.

Adam Gamwell

www.stepnetwork.org
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Cal Aggie Bracket

Cal Aggie Christian Association
(CA House)
Zimbabwe Mission Trip

In summer 2007, a team of eight students and
three others from Northern California
traveled to Zimbabwe on a mission trip.
Our destination was Africa University, a
Methodist university in Old Mutare, not
far from Mozambique. While we knew that
Zimbabwe had growing instability, we also
recognized that we had an important role
to play. On the news we read of riots and

political unrest, but we maintained the impor-
tance of our mission to the people- to meet and
build relationships with students on the other
side of the world. Our mission was the people;
our work was the tasks that the University felt
was a priority.

For many of us, this was our first experience of
being clearly in the minority. Despite the news
that we read before we embarked, nearly ev-
erywhere we went we were welcomed with open
arms. In rural areas, people opened their homes
to us, in the cities, people engaged us in con-
versation. In all places, people wanted to hear
our stories nearly as much as we wanted to hear
theirs.

I came home to my fast-paced, consumer-driv-
en life with a distinctly different outlook on what
I needed to achieve in life. Spending time at the
University, with students who wanted to help
rebuild a struggling country, helped me redefine
what the common good can mean for myself,
and for the wider world.

Meredith Jackson

Cal Aggie Christian Association
(CA House)

From Garden to Table: sustainable

weekly dinners

Taking an emphasis on Social and Ecological
Justice this school year, the students from
the CA House Progressive Christian
Fellowship at UC Davis have taken
efforts to reduce the carbon footprint
of their regular Wednesday night meals.
Realizing the importance of stewardship to our
creator’s beautiful planet, the group has set
up a cooperative work relationship with the UC
Davis Organic Student Farm which is less than

a mile, and walking distance, from the house
where the group meets for regular fellowships.
The students have the opportunity to work in
the market garden that grows the food that they
prepare for Wednesday night dinners. Seeing
the process of food production from seed to
table has provided CA House students with a
sneak peak into a system very few people have
the chance to see or even think about when it
comes to the food that they eat. Students have
used the time in the market garden to take a
spiritual look at the beauty of growth and cre-
ation. Many students find the time in the garden
meditative and soothing in their busy college
schedules. The program is growing, and contin-
ues to nourish the CA house both physically and
spiritually.

Danielle Lee

www.stepnetwork.org
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How to contact Campus Chaos 2008 participants

Cal Aggie Christian Association (CA
House)

Contact: Rev. Kristin Stoneking

kristin@cahouse.org

College Served: UC Davis

www.cahouse.org

Phone: 530-753-2000

Ecumenical Campus Ministry at
Kansas State University
Contact: David Jones
ecm@ksu.edu

College Served: Kansas State
University

www.ksu.edu

Phone: 785.539.4281

The Office of Religious and Spiritual
Life

Contact: Angie Kaufman

faith@tcu.edu

College Served: Texas Christian
University

www.faith.tcu.edu

Phone: 817 257 7830

Transylvania Campus Ministry

Contact: Dave Carr

dacarr@transy.edu

College Served: Transylvania Univer-
sity

http://www.transy.edu/campus/min_
info.htm

Phone: 859-281-3691

Disciples on Campus

Contact: Bob Harris

UGADisciples@aol.com

Colleges Served: University of Geor-
gia, Gainesville College, Pied-
mont College, Athens Technical
College

www.ccofga.org

Phone: 770-815-9078

Hiram College

Contact: Jason Bricker-Thompson
brickerja@hiram.edu

College Served: Hiram College
Phone: 330-569-6094

Progressive Christian Fellowship

Contact: Rev. Bruce Benson and Rev.
Jennifer Koenig

pcf@stolaf.edu

College Served: St. Olaf College

Submitter’s Email: wellsm@stolaf.
edu; bergelan@stolaf.edu

University Christian Church College
Ministry

Contact: Suzanne Castle-Rolen

suzanne@uccftw.com

College Served: Texas Christian
University

www.universitychristianchurch.org

Phone: 817-926-6631

See the results of the first two Campus Chaos:
Campus Chaos I (2006): http://www.stepnetwork.org/chaos06/CC06_booklet.pdf
Campus Chaos II (2007): http://www.stepnetwork.org/chaos07/CC07_booklet.pdf

www.stepnetwork.org
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